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June 24 – St. John

The 24th of June is a big 
summer festivity. It is the 

day of Saint John, when 
neighbors gather the 

wreaths of May and burn 
them in a big fire, 

which they then jump over.

According to popular 

belief, this brings 

purification (catharsis) and 
humans get free of evil. 
Saint John is also 
called Riganas because 
around that time people 
would go and harvest 
oregano (rigani in Greek).



July – the month of ‘Paniyiria’

 The month of 
the paniyiria! Famous 
throughout Greece are 
the traditional feast days 
that celebrate July Saints’ 
names. That’s:

 July 17 (Marina), July 20 
(Elias), July 25 (Anna), 
July 26 (Paraskevi) & July 
27 (Panteleimon)



Festivals/’Panigyria’
Lots of feasts take place 
throughout this hot month 
when people spend lots of 
time partying outdoors.

Paniyiria can be attended by 
thousands of people as they 
usually take place at the 
churchyard or a town’s main 
square. Don’t miss the 
unique opportunity to party 
with the Greeks amidst 
village surroundings, plenty 
of traditional food, live 
music, and non-stop 
dancing. Feasts typically 
start in the early afternoon 
and go on until the next 
morning!

 In July...







August 15th

 This is a very important day for the Greek Orthodox 
Church and for Greeks, who celebrate the Dormition of the 
Virgin (also called the Assumption of Mary). Instead of 
grief, however, the day is meant to enjoy and celebrate the 
mother of Christ’s qualities, as Greeks believe that “Holiest 
of All” (Panayia) did not die but ascended to Heaven.

 This day is also known as the Easter of the summer because 
it is the peak of the summer period. The whole of Greece 
turns into one big festival, as there is not a single rock in 
the country without a chapel dedicated to the Holy 
Mother!



Lots of celebrations
 In the summer, people 

organize celebrations 
with feasts, dances and 
joy. For example, they 
organize the festival of 
honey with honey 
products or the festival 
of the sardines with 
roasted sardines served 
to all people.













Sanzienele

*



* On June 24 of each church year, the Orthodox Church commemorates the Nativity of St. 

John the Baptist, popularly known as Dragaica or Sanziene. The Orthodox Church usually 

celebrates the day of death of the saints, as their birthday. Only the Mother of God and St. 

John the Baptist are an exception to this rule; they have the privilege of celebrating both 

their conception (September 23, December 9) and birth (September 8, June 24), and other 

events in their lives (such as the Annunciation, the Finding of the Head of St. John the 

Baptist). The Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist has a biblical theme, because the 

event mentioned is recorded by St. Luke the Evangelist in detail in his Gospel. This birth 

took place six months before that of the Lord Jesus Christ. The holiday appears documented 

in the IV-V centuries, when the date of Christmas is finally fixed.The Feast of the Nativity of 

St. John the Baptist, on June 24, seems to have been instituted by some researchers, to 

replace the pagan holidays, agricultural or natural, from the time of the summer solstice 

(June 22-23).





The name is probably taken from Sancta Diana, the wild goddess. Sanzienas were considered, since the 

time of Cantemir, as phytomorphic representations (Sanziene Flowers) and anthropomorphic deities. In the 

popular belief, the Sanzienele were considered to be beautiful women, true priestesses of the sun, nocturnal 

deities hidden through the dark forests, untrodden by man. It is not excluded that in ancient times the 

population of the mountains would have met at solstice (Sanzienele) or equinoctial moments to perform 

rituals dedicated to the Sun. The megaliths from the Calimani Mountains, on which solar signs (rosettes, 

anthropomorphized sun) have been discovered, can be testimonies in this respect. According to tradition, 

the Sanzians float in the air or walk on the ground on the night of June 23-24, sing and dance, share fruit 

holdings, fill married women with fertility, multiply animals and birds, fill flowers with medicine and smell 

and cure people's diseases and sufferings. . Unlike Pentecost, which are fantastic representations of evil, 

Sanzienele are good fairies. But they can also become harmful forces, hitting the sinners with the "chain of 

the Sanzians", they can suddenly raise storms, they can bring hail, leaving the field fruitless and the flowers 

without a cure.





*Sanzienilor Hora

*Legends say that Sanzienele are very beautiful 
girls, who live in forests or plains. They are caught 
in the chorus and "give special powers" to flowers 
and weeds, which become medicinal plants, good 
for all diseases. It is believed that on the night of 
the Sanzians the fairies fly through the air or walk 
on the ground. They sing and bear fruit to holders, 
married women, they multiply birds and animals, 
they heal the sick, they protect the hail sowings. 
If people do not celebrate them properly, they get 
upset, becoming good smiles with the fierce Iele
or Pentecost. The Sanzians are taking revenge on 
the women who do not celebrate the holiday of 
June 24, by repenting their mouths. Men don't 
escape easily either. Terrible punishments awaited 
those who had ever sworn crookedly, or done 
another evil, knowing that Sanziene was a great 
lover of justice.
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*



Sanzienele Night Every year, on June 24, Romanians mark the Sanzienele holiday. 

The night before this day is believed to be magical - miracles are possible, 

beneficial forces, but also negative ones reach their peak. In Moldova, Orthodox 

Christians pray at the relics of St. John the New in Suceava. They hope to get rid of 

such troubles and diseases.







Finally the river is filled with 

floating lights ...... in 

memory of a lost person or 

to fulfill a wish ....





SUMMER 

FESTIVALS 

IN TURKEY



THE SACRIFICE FEAST



 The Sacrifice Feast is a four-day religious 

festival. (This year it is July 9th to July 12th)

 The Sacrifice Feast traditions in Turkey include 

sacrificing an animal in a special ritual, visiting 

relatives and helping the poor.

 Sacrifice Feast is a public holiday. It is a day off 

for the general population, and schools and most 

businesses are closed.



 It commemorates the story about Prophet 

Ibrahim (Abraham) who showed obedience to God 

by agreeing to sacrifice his son. 

 God then sent him a ram to be sacrificed instead.

 On the first day of the Sacrifice Feast in Turkey, 

men go to a mosque for a special morning prayer. 

Then the sacrifice ritual begins.

 People usually wear their best clothes during the 

Sacrifice Feast. They welcome their guests or 

visit relatives or friends during the holiday.

Symbols

 The common symbols of the Sacrifice Feast in 

Turkey are a ram (or a sheep) and a mosque.



DEMOCRACY AND NATIONAL

UNITY DAY



 Democracy and National Unity Day is a public holiday 

in Turkey that is celebrated on July 15th.

 The day is commemorated with events honouring those 

who lost their lives while defeating the failed coup of 

2016 and to remember the bravery of the nation.

 On July 15th 2016, two hundred and fifty-nine people, 

mostly civilians, were killed and over 2,500 were 

wounded after a rogue military faction tried to 

overthrow President Erdogan.



VİCTORY DAY



➢ Victory Day is a national public holiday in Turkey on 

the 30th of August . 

➢ Military parades and ceremonies at Anıtkabir, 

Atatürk’s mouseleum, are some common ways to 

celebrate Victory Day in Turkey. 

➢ Turkish flags often adorn shops, public offices and 

people's houses on this day.



 Many people in Turkey celebrate Victory Day by 

attending military parades, which take place in many 

big cities throughout the country. Air forces celebrate 

the day with demonstration flights. The jets involved in 

such flights usually leave a red-and-white trail, 

symbolizing the Turkish flag.

 State officials attend a ceremony at Atatürk's 

Mausoleum in Ankara. 



KIRKPINAR OIL WRESTLING FESTIVAL

➢ Kırkpınar is a Turkish oil wrestling tournament. 

It is held annually, usually in late June since 

1360. It takes place in Edirne, Turkey.



 Thousands of people from different age groups, cultures 

and regions travel every year to see Pehlivan (wrestlers) 

fight for the Kırkpınar Golden Belt and the title of Chief 

Pehlivan.



 Kırkpınar oil wrestling is open to men from all cultures, 

regions and ages without discrimination between religion, 

language or race. 

 Pehlivans are considered exemplary figures in society with 

attributes such as generosity, honesty, respectfulness and 

adherence to traditions and customs. All Pehlivans are 

trained in the master-apprentice tradition



 It is a traditional festival held at the beginning of 

September every year to celebrate the harvesting 

of vineyards, the vineyards that have been 

laboring all year round. 

VINTAGE FESTIVALS



 The vineyards are enthusiastically accompanied 

by drums in the square and the festival starts.



 Various shows, exhibitions, interviews outside the 

concerts make the festival interesting. 



Project “INTERACTIVE HOLIDAY 

CALENDAR IN EUROPE”

TRADITIONAL BULGARIAN SUMMER HOLIDAYS



St. st Konstantin and Elena

 It is celebrated on may 21st . Fire-dancing is a 

ritual from Eastern Thrace, associated with the 

cult of Saints Constantine and Elena, in which 

participants dance barefoot on embers.

 Fire-walking is a dance with bare feet on embers. 

According to tradition, the firefighters play in the 

evening on the day of St. st Konstantin and Elena



Festival of the Rose

 The Rose Festival in honor of the Bulgarian oil-bearing 

rose is the official holiday of the towns of Kazanlak, 

Karlovo, Gurkovo, Pavel Banya and Strelcha.

 It is celebrated on the first week of June.



History of the tradition

 In 1903 the citizens of Kazanlak for the first time 

organized a Rose Festival. It was dedicated not 

only to beauty and flowers, but also to charity. 

Rich exhibitions of roses and other flowers were 

organized. Special post cards with a view of the 

Rose Valley that have pictures of rose picking, 

traditional production of rose oil and more are 

sold for charity.



Enyovden (Еньовден)

Enyovden is a Bulgarian holiday which is celebrated on 

24th of June every year. On the same date, the Eastern 

Orthodox Church celebrates the Birth of St. John the 

Baptist.



Beliefs and traditions

 It is believed that on the morning of the holiday, 

when the sun rises, it "flickers", "plays" and 

whoever sees this will be healthy throughout the 

year. Just at sunrise, everyone should face it and 

watch their shadow over their shoulder.



Picking herbs

 It is believed that on Enyovden various herbs have the 

greatest healing power, especially at sunrise. Therefore, it 

is best to pick early in the morning before sunrise.



Interesting facts 

 Fire-walkers walk on embers that reach temperatures over 400 ° C.

 Prophecy of love and marriage during Enyovden.

 To produce 1 kg. of rose oil it requires about 3500 kg. of pink rose 

petals.

 Bulgarian rose oil is used in the space industry as a component for 

greasing of space equipment.

 Bulgaria is the number one producer of rose oil in the world.







Father's Day

It’s a holiday that expresses respect
and gratitude to all fathers. It’s

celebrated anually on the 23rd of 
June since 1965



How do we celebrate it in Poland?

Children give their fathers
handmade laurels and make
wishes. Kindergardens and 

schools also organise various
performances.  





Dożynki –
Harvest Festival

Last weeks of August are the 
period when the harvest of grains 
in Poland is usually coming to its 
end and the farmers are 
summarising their crops.





The holiday was initially associated with the pagan Slavic cult of plants, trees 
and agriculture. In Poland the tradition dates back to the 16th century or even 

earlier. The celebration was organized by great landowners and rich farmers 
who hired people for harvest. The purpose was to celebrate the harvest and 

reward the reapers when they finished their job.





Festival is still celebrated in 
modern Poland, although its form 

has now changed a little. The 
festival is still celebrated with a 
colorful parade of people. They 

wear beautiful regional costumes, 
carrying a wreath and a loaf of 
bread baked from the current 

year’s crops. A lot of times there is 
a contest for the most beautiful 

wreath in the village. On the top of 
it all, there are picnics and fairs, 

farming exhibitions and 
performances.



Thanks for your attention :) 

Szkoła Podstawowa im. ks. Jana 
Twardowskiego w Makowie 

Poland





June in Portugal involves music, street parties and grilled
sardines. The Popular Saints’ Festivals are celebrated
throughout the country during different weeks in June.

These include St Anthony’s Day (June 13), St John’s Day
(June 24) and St Peter’s Day (June 29). Every region that
has one of these saints as their patron holds festivities
and parties during the day and night.

Popular Saints (June)



Lisbon’s most important annual festivity.

Street food stalls appear everywhere. The smell of grilled
sardine is intense.

Stages are set in the small squares of Lisbon’s oldest
quarters, and paper garlands that hang between
buildings create a Carnival-style atmosphere.

St Anthony’s Day (June 13)



ST ANTHONY’S WEDDINGS:
The eve of St Anthony’s day is the day of St Anthony’s
Weddings, a tradition that began in 1958 as a way to
make marriage possible for couples (resident in Lisbon)
who are in financial difficulties.
Sixteen couples are stars for one day, with interviews on
TV and in the newspapers and a parade through the
streets of the city.

St Anthony’s Day (June 13)



POPULAR MARCHES PARADE:
In the evening of June 12, the Popular Marches Parade, a
big competition between the oldest neighborhoods,
takes place down ‘Avenida da Liberdade’ (Liberty
Avenue). Each neighbourhood has its team with its
unique clothes, decoration, music, choreograph, singer,
godmother and godfather.

St Anthony’s Day (June 13)



Porto’s most important festivity starts in the afternoon
of June 23 and lasts until the morning of June 24. Streets
packed with people are decorated with traditional St
John’s balloons made of multi-coloured paper.

Traditional attractions of the night include street
concerts, eating grilled sardines, drinking wine, jumping
over bonfires and releasing illuminated flame-propelled
balloons over Porto's summer sky.

St John’s Day (June 24)



Another tradition is to hit the head of everyone on the
street with a plastic hammer. Of course, the purpose is
not to hurt, but to tease and show appreciation and that
we’re all in this together.

You can also carry wild leek, which you should wave over
the head of strangers.

St John’s Day (June 24)



The fireworks at D. Luís Bridge at midnight is the high
point of the night. The banks of the Douro river get filled
with thousands of people.

After the fireworks, the crowd walks along the river from
Ribeira to Foz or the Matosinhos beach, where they wait
to see the sunrise.

St John’s Day (June 24)



St John is also the patron saint of Alcochete, so June 24
is our local holiday, as it is the local holiday of many
other places all across Portugal.

In the evening of June 23 people gather around a huge
bonfire in front of the church. There is live music, eating
and drinking. On June 24, there is a religious procession.

St John’s Day (June 24)



All through the month of August there are regional
holidays and festivities all across Portugal.

These festivities bring much life to more rural areas, with
religious processions, more profane parades, fireworks,
folk music, concerts, traditional food and a lot of
entertainment everywhere.

Summer ‘Arraiais’ (August)



Portugal is predominantly Catholic and observes Catholic
holidays. The ‘Assunção de Nossa Senhora’ (Assumption
of Our Lady) is a national holiday celebrated annually on
August 15. This day marks the occasion of the Virgin
Mary's bodily ascent to heaven at the end of her life.

There are special masses in Roman Catholic churches
and many religious processions all across Portugal.

Assumption Day (August 15)





Summer holidays      

in Romania



June 1 represents Children's Day, the day when all children should 

feel good, receive gifts, have fun together. On this day, each of us 

remembers the beautiful moments of childhood, thinking back to the 

past or reliving it through the eyes of any child.

Children's Day

In Romania we celebrate this day by making different 

activities that bring joy to children all over the country. 

That always includes icecream and lots of smiles



In popular belief, Pentecost is the spirits of the dead who, after leaving the graves in 

and spending Easter with the living, refuse to return to their places under the earth and start 

doing bad things to people.

The name of the Pentecost ( in Romanian Rusalii) comes from Rosalia, the Roman feast of roses, on 

which the Christian feast is superimposed, which in ancient times was also worshiped to the 

ancestors

Pentecost Traditions 

• In certain areas of the country, people are used to carrying in their chests or pockets 

or wormwood, in order not to be "taken from Pentecost" or to be beaten by the unforgiving eels. 

• The Calușarilor dance is a custom found at Pentecost especially in Oltenia, being considered a 

healing game, which brings health and luck. On the second day of Pentecost, the jesters go 

and go from house to house to ward off evil spirits. People used to greet the gaggers with walnut 

leaves, wormwood, garlic, water and salt, sometimes even with money. 

• Another custom found in the areas of Transylvania is called "Ox's footing". An ox decorated with all 

kinds of flower ornaments walks through the streets of the village. The priest has the duty to 

consecrate it when the procession arrives in front of the church, after which he will give drink to the 

participants. At some point, the ox will be released, and a young woman will have to control it and 

go around a table three times. Tradition says that girl will get married in the following year. 

• After Pentecost, also in Transylvania, the custom called "wetting the wives" is practiced. The women 

are sprinkled with water so that they are healthy and beautiful throughout the rest of the year.

The Pentecost 



Sânzienele or Drăgaica are celebrated every year, on June 24, when the 

Orthodox calendar also marks the Birth of St. John the Baptist. 

In popular belief, the Sânzienele were considered to be beautiful women, 

true priestesses of the sun, nocturnal divinities hidden in the dark forests, 

untrodden by man.

Unlike Pentecost, which are fantasy representations bringing evil, the 

Sânzienele are good fairies. But they can also become harmful forces, hitting 

the sinners with the "chain of Sânzienel", they can also stir up storms out of 

nowhere, they can bring hail, leaving the field without fruit and the flowers 

without medicine.Sânziene is said to intensify the fragrance of flowers, increase the healing 

power of medicinal plants. In addition, they protect children from diseases, 

increase the grain of wheat, increase the fruit of the earth, drive away hail. 

They also multiply the birds of the sky, bring beautiful babies to women, and 

bear cubs to big girls.
The girls gather Sânziene flowers to put under their pillow, the night before 

the celebration, in the belief that they will dream of their bear. In some areas, 

girls make crowns from Sânziene, which they leave overnight in gardens or in 

clean places. If in the morning they found the crowns full of dew, it was a sure 

sign of marriage in the beginning summer.

Sanzienele



On June 29, Orthodox Christians honor the great feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul, popularly 

known as Summer Saint Peter. Peter and Paul were the ones who preached the teachings of Christ and 

therefore contributed to the formation of Christ's Church.

The Holy Apostles Peter and Paul

Thus, in most areas of the country, on St. Peter's Day, the faithful go to church with apples, coca, 

cookies and honey in honeycombs to be sanctified. After the service, they distribute alms in 

memory of those who ascended to heaven. Due to this custom, the feast of the Holy Apostles 

Peter and Paul is also called the Sânpetru Estates.

In addition to the traditions and customs listed above, the feast of the Holy Apostles Peter 

and Paul also reveals some superstitions related either to the weather or to the abundance 

of harvests or to maintaining health. Thus, below, we present some more famous 

superstitions of the Sânpetru holiday:

• To be safe from evil, on the day of Saint Peter, carry garlic and wormwood in your pockets;

• St. Peter may be angry with those who disregard this feast day and may throw thunder and hail upon 

the crops;

• It is not good to shake the apple trees before the 29th of June, for it may fall with hail upon the holdes;

• In order not to multiply freckles and spots on the face, wash yourself with water at midnight, when 

the roosters will sing;

• Women should not eat apples until this day, to avoid diseases;If it thunders on Saint Peter's day, 

the walnuts or hazelnuts will have no core, they will be rotten.



Every year, on July 20, Orthodox Christians celebrate the great feast of the Holy Prophet 

.

Saint Elijah is known as the protector of crops and bringer of rains, he can also 

throw hail or cause lightning and thunder. He also banishes the heatwave and 

drought from the fields and cools the earth.

When there is thunder and lightning, Saint Elijah goes hunting for demons. Its 

lightning strikes the ground, knocks down trees and sets the roofs of houses on 

fire. It is said that where lightning strikes, a demon is hidden and the Saint 

attacks him. The thunder is caused by the wheels of the chariot and the speed 

with which the carriage runs.
Tradition tells us that, due to the immense power that had been given to him to 

remove the demons, when he rode his chariot through the sky, Saint Elijah 

shook the throne of God. For this reason, God took away his strength from one 

hand and one foot.

On Saint Elijah, tradition tells us that the first fruits of summer, walnuts and apples, 

are eaten, the consumption of which is forbidden until this day, in order not to bring 

hail on the trees and not to endanger the crops. The women in the villages pick basil 

and I take him to the Church, placing him near the icons. They also prepare packages 

that they give as alms for the souls of children who died early. Fruit, water, 

wildflowers and other dishes can also be shared.

The Holy Prophet Elijah



The Assumption of the Virgin Mary is celebrated on August 15. We do not 

find information about this celebration in the Holy Gospels, but only in the 

Church Tradition. According to this Tradition, the Mother of God was 

informed by an angel of her removal from this life: "This is what your Son 

says: The time is to move My mother to Me. Do not be afraid of this, but 

receive the word with joy, since that you come to immortal life". After the 

Virgin Mary asked for forgiveness from everyone, she gave up her spirit. The 

Lord Himself came down from heaven to receive her holy soul in His hands. 

Then many things happened miracles: the eyes of the blind and the hearing 

of the deaf were opened, the lame and the sick were healed.

The body stayed in the grave for three days, after which it was mysteriously 

raised to the heavenly abodes. Tradition testifies that Thomas arrived in 

Jerusalem on the third day after the burial of the Mother of God. Wanting 

to honor her body, the Apostles opened the tomb. But wonder! The tomb 

was empty. The body of the Virgin Mary was raised to heaven by her Son.

The Assumption of the 

Virgin Mary 



Thank you!


